
Sheff WHO

SheffWHO 2018

Outbreaks and
Pandemics:

Addressing the
Next Crisis

Sheffield 
World Health Organization 

Simulation

Sheffield World Health Organization 
Simulation - SheffWHO @SheffWHO2018

@SheffWHOSheffield WHO Simulation 2018

DELEGATE 
HANDBOOK

April 27-29

Abbreviated
Edition



From the Co-Founders.

We are happy to welcome you to the Steel City! 

You will play a vital role in shaping history, as we converge at the Universi-
ty of Sheffield for the first World Health Assembly simulation in Sheffield. 
SheffWHO has been a passion project. A project to reduce barriers to en-
tering a career in global health. A project that is not possible without the 
support of a passionate team and the participation of diverse delegates 
- to bring this vision from concept to reality. We are commending you for 
taking this step forward in your global health journey and we hope that 
you will take advantage of this opportunity and make the best of it.

During this event, we tackle the complex topic of Outbreaks and Pandem-
ics: Addressing the Next Crisis. The work needed to prevent and navigate 
the next disease outbreak require interdisciplinary approaches to health. 
This is why we have gathered together persons from diverse backgrounds 
to assist in generating innovative ideas and solutions to health interven-
tions for preparation, response and management of emergency situations. 

We have the privilege of key players in global health, with direct expe-
rience in navigating outbreak and pandemic situations, joining us. We 
hope that you take the time to listen keenly and reflect on their work 
and knowledge in the field, and that you engage productively with our 
speakers. 

We have prepared materials to guide and help you before and during 
this conference, so that you can become a more confident global health 
practitioner. We strongly encourage you to prepare and adhere to your 
delegate roles throughout the event, even with your country, organisation 
or company’s inherent biases or issues. This will help to strengthen your 
skills in diplomacy and you will be recognised for preparation. 

We wish to recognise our Department, the School of Health and Related 
Research (ScHARR) and the European Public Health Masters’ Consortium 
for their continuous support. Additionally, we wish to acknowledge the 
Sheffield Institute for International Development (SIID) for their significant 
assistance in making sure that this program is a success. We wish to high-
light Dr Julie Balen, without whose persistence, consistent optimism and 
challenge to us as global health students, this event would not have been 
possible. 

Finally, we wish to thank our passionate Organising Committee and volun-
teers, who have dedicated months of preparation and planning to ensure 
that your time in Sheffield is unforgettable. 

Addressing global health issues requires working together with diverse 
teams, transcending disciplines to develop innovative solutions, which has 
been our motto as a team. We wish that you follow our example during 
the course of this event and work together to achieve groundbreaking 
results in global health issues. 

Yours truly, 

N. Charles Hamilton and Dr Naomi Limaro Nathan
Co-Founders, SheffWHO
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Model WHO events are educational simulations whereby 
participants recreate the process of the annual World Health 
Assembly (WHA) as held at the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) Headquarters in Geneva. The WHA is the deci-
sion-making organ of the WHO, in which delegations from 
all WHO Member States attend and direct attention to a spe-
cific health agenda that has been formulated by the Execu-
tive Board. The WHA does not, however, only focus on this 
specific health agenda. It also takes on the following func-
tions: determining the Organization’s politics; supervising 
the financial policies; reviewing and approving programme 
budgets that have been proposed; and appointing the Direc-
tor-General to the WHO. Here at SheffWHO, we will be of-
fering students, alumni and professionals from all disciplines 
the opportunity to convene and engage with an important 
global health topic, embracing the role of delegates of the 
WHA.

The first of its kind in the Steel City, SheffWHO will explore 
the theme “Outbreaks and Pandemics: Addressing the Next 
Crisis” from April 27th-29th, 2018. Delegates attending will 
represent a variety of roles: WHO Member States, non-gov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs), pharmaceutical companies 
and the media. Throughout this event, delegates will discuss, 
co-operate, and negotiate with other stakeholders in order 
to produce resolution papers that address the simulation 
theme.

This simulation aims to address important questions across 
the weekend that includes, but is not limited to, the follow-
ing:
•	 When facing communicable disease outbreaks such as 

ebola and influenza, how does a nation and the global 
community respond in terms of health system prepared-
ness, delivery of medicine and health care?

•	 How does the world cope transitioning into a new era of 

high incidence of non-communicable diseases, such as 
cardiovascular disease, cancers, and mental health con-
ditions, while ensuring adequate support for infectious 
disease and outbreak control?

•	 What regulations have been set to address outbreaks 
and epidemics and do they need to be improved?

•	 How do we strengthen governance and financing in the 
health sector to ensure a country has adequate resourc-
es to cope with outbreaks and pandemics?

•	 How can we support interdisciplinary approaches to ad-
dressing outbreaks and pandemics in the 21st century?

•	 What roles do non-state actors such as NGOs, pharma-
ceutical companies, trade organisations, media and oth-
ers play to address outbreaks and pandemics?

•	 How can we utilise technology and encourage transpar-
ency in addressing outbreaks and pandemics?

Delegates can explore these questions over the course of the 
SheffWHO event, concluding with the development and ap-
proval of resolution papers with how to address this topic. 
Our aim is to transfer approved resolutions to WHO Head-
quarters to demonstrate the creative capacity of the next 
generation of global health leaders.

(For more information about the WHO and WHA, visit: 
www.who.int/about)

“What roles do 
non-state actors 
such as NGOs, 
pharmaceutical 
companies, trade 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 
media and others 
play to address 
outbreaks and 
pandemics?”

About
SheffWHO.

The School of Health and Related Research (ScHARR). Photo: Anny Huang
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Delegate
roles.

As part of the simulation, all participants will be assigned to 
a delegate position in one of four categories. This is designed 
to reflect the World Health Assembly, which is attended not 
only by WHO Member States, but also by a range of stake-
holders. To ensure that all participants get the most out of 
the experience, it is important to review and familiarise your-
self with the different roles.

Regardless of the role that you have been assigned, all partic-
ipants will gain a better understanding of the operation and 
policy-making of the WHO. Critical thinking, problem-solv-
ing and negotiation skills will be required for, and developed 
through, all roles. We hope that all participants will be able 
to network and learn from each other.

Member State Representatives (WHO Ambassadors)
The role of a Member State (WHO Ambassador) is to repre-
sent your country’s interests throughout the simulation, es-
pecially during regional blocs and plenary. 
1. Member States collaborate with other Member States to 

form alliances and write collaborative resolution papers.
2. You will negotiate with Non-Governmental Organisa-

tions (NGOs) to obtain stamps of approval to gain more 
attention for your resolution paper.

3. Member States collaborate with pharmaceutical compa-
nies in order to receive funding (stamp of approval) to 
implement the global health policies of your resolution 
paper.

4. You will debate and defend specific global health is-
sues in debate, in attempt to have your resolution paper 
adopted.

Non-Governmental Organisation Representatives (NGOs)
NGO Representatives represent the interests of their organ-
isation and work with Member States (WHO Ambassadors) 
to approve draft resolutions. NGOs will be engaged by Me-
dia Representatives (Journalists) to help promote (or discour-
age) support for resolutions or policy position papers.
1. NGOs discuss potential partnerships with regional blocs 

and can then provide three stamps of approval.
2. You will then negotiate with Member States (WHO Am-

bassadors) to create policies that concern your goals in 
their draft resolution. You can leverage with your stamps 
of approval.

Pharmaceutical Representatives
Pharmaceutical companies are important in global health-
care as they manage, research and develop life-saving medi-
cations and vaccinations. 
1. Representatives collaborate with ambassadors to pro-

vide their (two) stamps of approval whilst advancing 
their company’s interests.

2. You will influence draft resolutions to represent your ob-
jectives and leverage policies to protect your interests.

Media Representatives (Journalists)
The media will report the events throughout the simulations 

and shape delegate’s global awareness. They work from dif-
ferent angles.
1. You will move between different regional blocs and use 

diverse modes of communication.
2. You will also interview delegates about different issues 

and recent developments. The media can also plant 
news stories and create rumours.

Let us know if you have any further questions about your 
role! We will always be happy to clarify anything as needed.

The Dais consists of the Chair and the 
Vice-Chairs. These are the people seated 
at the front of the room in every plena-
ry session. They have been invited by us 
to take on these roles due to their expe-
rience and expertise, and their role is to 
moderate debates in plenary sessions. In 
addition, they keep time and enforce pro-
ceedings in terms of rules, motions and 
points. They also approve and format 
draft resolutions.

Who are the Dais, and what 
do they do?

Point of serpentine scrutiny.
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Known around the world as “The Steel 
City”, Sheffield was famed for its in-
dustry in the 1900s and remains a city 
of innovation to this day. However, the 
smoking chimney stacks are here no 
more, and now Sheffield is one of Eng-
land’s greenest cities, set in a unique 
Peak District landscape.

Sheffield has a friendly, independent 
and alternative spirit that you won’t 
find in other cities, alongside a thriving 
cultural scene boasting award-winning 
theatre, beer, music, festivals, street art 
and so much more. It’s all here waiting 
for you to explore during the Sheff-
WHO weekend:  Welcome to Sheffield!
 
The University of Sheffield
With almost 29,000 students from over 
140 countries learning alongside over 
1,200 of the best academics from across 
the globe, the University of Sheffield is 
one of the world’s leading universities. 
A member of the UK’s prestigious Rus-
sell Group of leading research-led in-
stitutions, Sheffield offers world-class 
teaching and research excellence across 
a wide range of disciplines.

Sheffield is the only university to feature 
in The Sunday Times 100 Best Not-For-

Profit Organisations to Work For 2017 
and was voted number one university 
in the UK for Student Satisfaction by 
Times Higher Education in 2014. 

Sheffield has six Nobel Prize winners 
among former staff, and its alumni go 
on to hold positions of great responsi-
bility and influence all over the world, 
making significant contributions in 
their chosen fields.

Getting to Sheffield
Sheffield is one of the easiest cities in 
the UK to get to and get around. 

With 4 international airports within less 
than an hour’s drive, Sheffield is easy to 
reach from overseas destinations. Man-
chester Airport (MAN), one of the UK’s 
busiest, has a regular direct rail service 
to Sheffield. You can also take the Na-
tional Express bus directly from Man-
chester Airport. Robin Hood Doncaster 
Sheffield Airport (DSA) is served by a 
number of European destinations with 
charter flight routes. There is an airport 
bus service to Sheffield Interchange. 
Leeds Bradford Airport (LBA) is also 
well served by European and long haul 
destinations. Sheffield can be reached 
by using a taxi service or bus to Leeds 
and then train to Sheffield. Nottingham 
East Midlands Airport (EMA) receives 
routes from European and long haul 
destinations. Sheffield can be reached 
by road using a taxi service, or by tak-
ing the National Express bus service. 

If you are travelling from London, the 
journey by train is now only around 2 
hours, the service is operated by East 
Midlands Trains and departs from St 
Pancras International Station. There are 
also regular bus routes from London 
and other major UK cities operated by 
National Express (stopping at Sheffield 
Interchange) and Megabus (stopping 
at Meadowhall Interchange). The bus 
journey from London takes approxi-
mately 4 hours on average.

Getting around Sheffield
You can use the Supertram network or 
hop on a local bus. The city centre and 
the Sheffield transport interchange are 
also accessible from the University of 
Sheffield by foot.
 
All trams are accessible, with regular 
stopping points throughout the city 
centre. The Meadowhall/Middlewood 

(yellow) route will take you to all the 
major sporting venues and Meadow-
hall, one of Europe’s largest shopping 
malls.  

The Halfway/Malin Bridge (blue) route 
will take you to some of Sheffield’s 
most interesting suburbs, one of Shef-
field’s oldest parks - Norfolk Heritage 
Park, and the historic Rivelin Valley.  

There are clear route indicators on su-
pertram stops and on each tram but 
if you have a question, or need assis-
tance, just ask the on-board tram staff 
who will be happy to help. 

You can purchase a ticket for tram 
travel from the on-board staff, and for 
bus travel from the driver. Trams are 
cash-only. Contactless card payments 
are accepted on board local buses.

Accommodation options
Hostels: prices ranging from £14 to £45 
per person per night. For more infor-
mation or to check availabilities, go to: 
•	 https://www.booking.com/hostels/

city/gb/sheffield.en-gb.html
•	 ht tp : / /www.welcometoshef -

f i e l d . c o . u k / d m s - c o n n e c t /
search?dms=1&at=th

Hotels and B&Bs: prices from £45 per 
person per night. More information 
can be found on: 
•	 ht tp : / /www.welcometoshef -

f i e l d . c o . u k / d m s - c o n n e c t /
search?dms=1&at=sv

•	 http://withus.com/accomodation/
•	 https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/fi-

nance/staff-information/help/pro-
curement/accommodation

Maps of Sheffield and additional tourist 
information
•	 http://www.welcometosheffield.

co.uk/visit
•	 https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/visi-

tors/mapsandtravel

Your 
guide to 
Sheffield.

“... now Sheffield 
is one of England’s 
greenest cities, set 
in a unique Peak 
District landscape.”
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N. Charles Hamilton

Bahamas (AMRO)
Co-Founder

Naomi Limaro Nathan

Nigeria (AFRO)
Co-Founder

Mohammed Albagir Altayyeb

Sudan (EMRO)
Public Relations

Sameh Al-Awlaqi

Yemen (EMRO)
Public Relations

Shereen Al Laham

Argentina (AMRO)
Dais

Zara Brookes

United Kingdom (EURO)
Operations

Metodi Donev

Macedonia (EURO)
Delegate Coordination

Tara Chen

Canada (AMRO)
Sub-Theme

Hareen De Silva

Sri Lanka (SEARO)
Public Relations

Zoe Grunewald

United Kingdom (EURO)
Sub-Theme

Taylor Harris

United States (AMRO)
Conference Services
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Anny Yuanfei Huang

Australia (WPRO)
Delegate Coordination & Graphics

Ana Irache

Spain (EURO)
Dais

Rana Orhan

The Netherlands (EURO)
Finance

Imon Pal

India (SEARO)
Finance

Olivia Smith

United Kingdom (EURO)
Delegate Coordination

Imogen Stilwell

United Kingdom (EURO)
Delegate Coordination

Anabelle Wong

Hong Kong (WPRO)
Sub-Theme

Carla E. Tarazona

Peru (AMRO)
Operations

Oprah Uzodimma

Nigeria (AFRO)
Conference Services

Salonee Sanjay Nemade

Singapore (WPRO)
Sub-Theme

SheffWHO2018
Delegate Handbook
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Give us a shout out on social media!

@SheffWHO2018

@SheffWHO

Sheffield WHO Simulation 2018

@SheffWHO
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